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Diana and I celebrated 14 years of marriage this 
month.

These graduates of Kairos are going to change the nation 
and the world.

Ministering with English to Spanish  
to Tzeltal translation.

We were glad to have Pa & Grandma Sandy 
visit us over Christmas.

I recognized the tortillas, but the rest of the 
food was foreign to me.

“You might throw out a missionary, but who would ever 
throw out the bread man?” We were on the way back from 

Ba Axupja, visiting the community where one of our team members was born, when we stopped 
over in Ocosingo (where you finally get cell service again) and met with Jamie, a local missionary. 
He is planting churches in communities that don’t speak Spanish and that persecute Christians. Over 
a meal, he shared with us his strategy: “I walk to the community selling bread. Everybody likes bread, 
and I sell it at a good price. Sometimes I sell it on credit, because then I have an invitation to return. 
Then perhaps one day I go and someone is sick or having problems. That is my chance to begin 
a spiritual conversation and pray with them. Maybe at that point they find out I’m a Christian, but 
it ’s too late. You might throw out the missionary, but who would ever throw out the bread man.” He 
went on to tell us that most of these communities share one Bible because one in their language 
costs around 6 or 7 dollars. A local church heard this and immediately took up an offering to buy 
Bibles for this missionary. Please pray for Jamie that God would protect him and also heal him from 
diabetes. 

Ba Axupja is a place that is so obscure that it doesn’t show up on Google Maps. It was only about eight years ago that they built a 
one-lane road big enough to get a car in. Also, they don’t speak Spanish. My goal in visiting was 
to see if we could send potential missionaries in order to train them in cross-cultural ministry. As we 
sat eating cooked palm flowers and drinking “coffee” made with burned tortillas soaked in hot 
water with some of the elders, I realized that God has given us opportunities right here in Chiapas 
to minister. One of the elders of the church had been a Zapatista leader. Another was a leader of 
the tribal/animistic religion. Both were radically set free and are now serving in the church. We look 
forward to how God will connect us in this area during 2019.

We ended the year with another Kairos course at Misión Global. I love the way that God shows up 
in this week-long course. This course in particular was marked by a fervent passion during our times 
of prayer and of worship. Please pray for the graduates that they will be obedient to what God 
spoke to them.

Pray for us in the new year as we walk through the doors that God has opened. I’ve been asked 
to help oversee training for Comimex in this region, and I’ve been asked by the president of the 

Fraternity of Pastors to help them in planning some short-term trips. There are a lot of opportunities here to minister! Please pray for wisdom 
as we make decisions about upcoming plans.

Serving Christ in Mexico,
Josh, Diana, Clara, Joel, Micah & Benjamin


