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“Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; make known 
among the nations what He has done, and proclaim that 
His name is exalted.  Sing to the Lord, for He has done 
glorious things; let this be known in all the world.”   
     Isaiah 12:4-5
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 Very soon we will move into the heartfelt reflection of Passion Week and the events that led to our 
Savior’s greatest statement of love ever made, His sacrificial and cruel crucifixion. He died for my sin and yours. 
What greater love is there than this? How He deserves our devotion and love in return. Oh, Precious Lord, teach 
us to love you as you have loved us. His death is the proof that His sacrifice was not in vain. Death could not 
hold Him because He was the perfect sinless sacrifice. He arose from the dead having died once for all proving 
that we in Him can have life eternal, Hallelujah! In John 11:25-26, Jesus said to her, I am the Resurrection and the 
Life. He Who believes in Me will live even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” He still makes this statement and asks this question.

 As we focus on His glorious resurrection. We know He lives and so do those who have trusted in Him as 
Savior and Lord. Nearly 35 years ago, the Ridenhower clan of Jay, Cheryl, Christy and Michael, got orders at the 
same time the Bradley’s did to go to Keflavik, Iceland, and the Lord connected our families heart to heart. Over 
the years our lives crossed paths often and they were part of the reason we moved to Georgia.  March 8, our 
dear friend and sister in the Lord, Cheryl, went home to be with the Lord. She battled hepatitis and ultimately 
liver failure. Our grief is tempered with the knowledge that she has not believed in vain, but from the moment 
of her last breath witnessed by her dear husband, Jay and their daughter, Christy, she was transported through 
the doorway of death into everlasting life being forever in the presence of God. We have laughed and wept as 
memories have flooded our hearts and minds in remembrance of her. We greatly miss this precious lady and 
dear friend, but we know we will see her again. Praise the name of Jesus our Resurrection Life. Her memorial 
service was an honoring tribute to her and 5 accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior when the invitation was 
given.

 Last month we made a quick trip to Pensacola to be with precious friends, Jerry and Jan. We wanted to 
be with Jan during Jerry’s surgical procedure. A mass was removed that has been diagnosed as cancerous. The 
surgeon feels he got it all with “good margins”, so they have no anticipation of follow on chemo or radiation, 
praise God! Jerry seems to be rebounding really well. The following Sunday morning at Charity Chapel I got to 
teach his Sunday school class, which is always a special delight and we reconnected with special folks there that 
we know and love. 

 As we had shared in our last newsletter, we had hoped to be getting ready to fly into Sicily and on 
to N. Italy for our first overseas trip since my heart attack last September. The cardiologist with grim face 
released me to travel again and interestingly enough asked Shirley if she knew CPR. We both thought that 
was an interesting query and weren’t sure exactly what all that implies, but we will pursue refresher training. 
Our hope was that our heart son, Chris, would be able to organize several Sicilian pastors he knows to come 
together for some special meetings. This series of messages God has placed upon my heart focuses on 
the theme of “What does it mean…” looking at such Biblical terms as “dead”, “new” and “holy”. Words we 
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banter around in Christian circles but I’m sensing far too many really have not understood well enough to 
live as Christ has appropriated and intended. Regrettably, this month has become way too busy for Chris 
with his official job at NAS Sigonella. So, we have backed off and are finding this to be a good decision.  
As an oh, by the way… from my cardiologist, he switched one of my medications to a tiny little pill that has 
been really hard to adjust to so far. Any of you who have been on heart meds for any time probably relate well 
to what changes in your meds can do to a whole bunch of issues, from being very tired but not able to sleep 
well, to having low stamina and other stuff. So pray with me as I try to adjust to this change. Right now I’m doing 
good just to make it to Pensacola. We’ll wait a little longer for hopping back across the pond.

  Peter and Carla asked us to come to their home in Tallahassee to enjoy lunch with them and meet a 
returning missionary that Carla had recently met who had been serving several years in a Muslim region of 
China. She had been “encouraged to leave” by the government and is struggling with that and what to do next. 
Please include her in your prayers as she tries to regroup and waits for what the Lord has for her. 

 Recently, Shirley was reading Voice of the Martyrs Magazine and was prompted to call them for 
permission to use their prayer request for the children of persecuted Christians. It would be right on to pray for 
pastors and missionaries’ children as well with this list. Actually any child needs this prayer covering.

Pray:

1.  That they will place their faith in Jesus at an early age

2.  That they will be inspired by their parents’ courageous faith to share the gospel with friends and classmates

3.  That they will not be pulled away by enticements of the world or other religions 
 
4.  That they will actively participate in the Great Commission as they mature into adults

 We love you all and give thanks to our Heavenly Father for each of you because you have partnered 
with us in faith for the work of our Lord. We have just discovered a new fellowship called “The Hub”. It is made 
up of cell groups that are coming together to worship. This is cell church in reverse. The old method was to 
break the church up into cell groups as a means of discipleship and body ministry, training and activation. Well, 
this is people who have formed cells with folks that the Spirit has led them to relate to in some way, who want 
to come together periodically to worship in a fuller corporate setting. So you have people gathering who are 
already active in body life that just want to worship together. Isn’t that wonderful? Almost, 5 years ago when 
Shirley was wondering about moving to Thomasville and how that could answer our call to the nations; clearly 
she heard that when we couldn’t go He would bring the nations to us. Thomas University has a surprising 
number of foreign students attending with many coming on sports scholarships. Prophetically over 2 years 
ago, God began saying the same thing through various people we relate to that He was going to begin to send 
the nations to us.  We are prayerfully listening and reaching out to see what God has in mind and we would 
appreciate your prayers on our behalf. We will share with you as we know more. We love you, we need you, we 
esteem you in the Lord. God bless you richly in Christ Jesus and may He prosper the work of your hands.


