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- The Barnes Family

 
 
Last year I was walking down the cobblestone street in my village. My feet began to slow to a small pace. I saw the couple 
hugging, her head was on his shoulder. My heart sank as I recognized my husband of 17 years and the other woman. She saw 
me. Her face became twisted and in a mocking voice she put her hands around my husband and began to taunt me. I moved 
forward in a daze. I wanted to hurt her. We exchanged a few words. I made my move to strike her but my husband blocked my 
attempts and told me to go home. I was stunned at this revelation but I left anyway, broken-hearted. 

Later that week I plotted to hurt her again from all the hate and jealousy that was in my heart. As I was changing the baby’s 
diaper, my daughter told me the woman was coming up the street. I quickly grabbed the baby up into my shawl along with the 
machete. I wanted to cut her face and leave a scar, to make her sorry she had turned the head of my husband. My daughter was 
screaming. “Don’t hurt her mama! Don’t hurt her”. 

I ignored her. I intentionally walked out of my yard to the gate. I could see her 
coming. Out of the corner of my eye to the left another lady approached my gate. A 
friend. She said, “Hello my friend, I haven’t seen you in a while and I have come to ask 

a favor.” In that moment I knew I was wrong. I hid 
the machete behind my back and the woman I 
hated passed by without a mark. 
God dealt with me later that day. I cried many 
tears but I felt as if He hugged me that day. Today 
I have been forgiven and I also forgave. They are 
still together but I have moved on because I am a 
new creation in Christ. I know God has a plan for 
me and it is going to be a good one.

Testimonies like this are the very reason 
we want to bring hope to as many people as possible. This lady is currently in our 
discipleship program. We continue to see doors opened up through Filters of Hope. 
Our son Gideon (now 8) has been excitedly helping give kids clean drinking water. Your 
partnership has made a difference in the lives of our family and those we are able to 
reach here in Mexico. Thank you! 
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Dear friends & family,
 I know the plans I have for you... Jeremiah 39:11


